THE   DEFENCE   OF  DEMOCRACY
What is the cause of this strange reversal of the
Marxist hope? There are many causes, to be sought on
different levels; and to some of them we refer else-
where in this book. But the root cause of the Marxist
failure to foresee and be forearmed against the dangers
of democracy, was the Marxist inability to grasp that
democracy was a real, specific and unique condition
of society. This derived directly from an original
failure to distinguish between the economic structure
of a society and the society itself An illuminating and
revolutionary emphasis on the importance of the
economic structure had hardened into an unwarrant-
able dogma that the economic structure is the reality
of society and the political, moral and social super-
structure an illusion.
The Communists deny this; they frequently point to
a statement made by Engelsin 1890 to the effect that
'the different moments of the superstructure ... also
exercise their influence on the progress of historic
struggles'. It is true that Engels there verbally admits
the positive influence of the 'superstructure5; but the
admission is straightway withdrawn in the words
which follow:
These moments all influence one another but in the
long run the economic moment necessarily has the
upper hand over the infinite multitude of chances
(that is to say, of things and events whose intimate
interconnection is so remote or so difficult to deter-
mine that one can consider it as inexistent and
neglect it).'
Those are significant words.   The political, moral
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